
To:  Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission 

From:  Steven J. Kingsbury, Treasurer and Finance Director 

Date:  February 24, 2010 

Reference: Treasurer’s Report for March 1, 2010 

 
 
 
 
2009 Property Tax Collections:  As of February 23, 2010 a total of 93.96% of all property 
taxes (summer and winter) have been paid within the City of Clare.  Enclosed for the City 
Commission’s review and reference is a three page report that itemizes the property tax 
collection by taxing authority (millage) and for each of the special assessments.  The first 
page of the report is for the entire City, page two is for the Clare County side of the City and 
page three is for the Isabella County side of the City.   
 
Of the $289,094.09 in real and personal property taxes that are delinquent as of the date of 
this report (note that this is not the final settlement figures) Clare and Isabella County would 
purchase $283,846.26 in delinquent real property taxes leaving $5,247.83 in personal property 
taxes that the City will have to collect. 
 
 
 
Snow Removal Payment:  This week we received notification of our snow removal payment 
from the Michigan Department of Transportation for the winter of 2008/09.  Unfortunately 
the amount of the payment is very low and not what we anticipated may be available.  
Initially we questioned the amount of the payment and our contact at MDOT also thought that 
there was an error made on their part.  However, as the attached documentation demonstrates 
no mistake was made and our snow payment of $84 is accurate. 
 
In discussing our snow payment with MDOT we asked that they provide us the enclosed 
comparison of the snow removal payments for the City of Clare and the Village of Farwell.  
What this analysis reveals is that the Village of Farwell receives a larger payment because 
they receive less in Act 51 MTF payments throughout the year. 
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State of Michigan 

Department of Transportation 

Winter 2008/09 

Snow Removal Reimbursement 
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Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

Annual Snow Payment Calculations 

 

 

To receive a snow payment you must be in a qualifying County which include: 

 
Alcona, Alger, Allegan. Alpena, Antrim, Baraga, Benzie, Berrien, Cass, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, 
Chippewa, Clare, Crawford, Delta, Dickinson, Emmet, Gogebic, Grand Traverse, Hillsdale, 
Houghton, Huron, Iosco, Iron, Kalamazoo, Kalkaska, Kent, Keweenaw, Lake, Leelanau, Luce, 
Mackinac, Manistee, Marquette, Mason, Mecosta, Menominee, Missaukee, Montcalm, 
Montmorency, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Ontonagon, Osceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Ottawa, 
Preque Isle, Roscommon, Schoolcraft, Van Buren, and Wexford  
 
Your municipality’s individual factors must be at least two times the average winter maintenance 
factors.  The amount to be distributed for snow payments is equal to seven percent of total MTF 
funds distributed (less snow payments). 
 
The actual amount an individual city/village receives if their ratio entitles them to a payment is 
calculated as follows: 
 
Step 1 

 
MTF earnings for municipality (January through December two years prior) 
  Less: snow payments 
     Total MTF earnings less snow payment 
Multiplied by 2 x the average winter maintenance factor (the ratio) 
     Subtotal (A) 
 
Step 2 

 
Winter maintenance expenditures for municipality (July through June ending in prior year) 
  Less:  Subtotal (A) 
      Subtotal (B) (less that zero does not qualify) 
Times ½ 
Total snow removal payment 
 
The snow payments for 2009/2010 will likely be similar to last year, as revenues continue to fall, 
and gas and salt prices remain high.  The snow payments will not be eliminated as they are 
provided for in Public Act 51, section 247.663 (2 
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CLARE FARWELL

MAJOR 

STREETS

LOCAL 

STREETS

MAJOR 

STREETS

LOCAL 

STREETS

AVERAGE WINTER MAINTENANCE FACTOR 0.177393 0.43783 0.177393 0.43783

MTF EARNINGS 01/08 - 12/08 149,984.56  66,787.37    55,054.74        22,420.59        

LESS: SNOW REMOVAL PAYMENT - -               -              1,683.77         3,560.41          

TOTAL MTF EARNINGS LESS SNOW REMOVAL 149,984.56  66,787.37    53,370.97        18,860.18        

2 TIMES AVERAGE WINTER MAINTENANCE FACTOR x 0.354786 x 0.87566 x 0.354786 x 0.87566

SUBTOTAL (A) 53,212.42    58,483.03    18,935.27        16,515.11        

WINTER MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURES FYE 7/1/2008 - 6/30/09 53,442.00    31,516.00    31,326.00        32,860.00        

LESS: SUBTOTAL (A) - 53,212.42    58,483.03    18,935.27        16,515.11        

SUBTOTAL (B) 229.58         (26,967.03)  12,390.73        16,344.89        

TIMES 1/2 x 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

TOTAL SNOW PAYMENT BEFORE ADJUSTED DOWN 114.79         (13,483.51)  6,195.36         8,172.45          

SNOW PAYMENT 84.08$         4,537.78$        5,985.89$        

adjusted down number 0.73             0.73                0.73                 

Total Major Winter Maintenance Expenditures 44,261,436  

Total Local Winter Maintenance Expenditures 36,288,792  

Total MTF Major Payments 249,510,715

Total MTF Local Payments 82,883,286

Average Winter Maintenance Factor - Major 0.177393     

Average Winter Maintenance Factor - Local 0.437830     

State Ratios  (average winter maintenace factor x 2) 0.35             0.88            0.35                0.88                 

Individual Ratios (must at least state ratio to qualify for payment) 0.36             0.47            0.59                1.74                 

CITY/VILLAGE OF

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT)

SNOW REMOVAL PAYMENT CALCULATION

WINTER OF 2008-2009
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