


September 08, 2009 UNOFFICIAL Page 4 of 6 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Meeting.   Our ZBA is scheduled to convene on 
Friday, September 11th to consider two variance requests:  one being a residential 
setback variance at 214 John R and the other a downtown sign variance at 521 N. 
McEwan. 
 
Main Street Award.  The City has been informed that we are once again a state-level 
recipient of a Main Street Award.  The award will be presented at a breakfast 
ceremony on Sep 16th at the Michigan Downtown Conference; four representatives 
from Clare will attend the awards ceremony.  
 
Award of Tax Credits – 4th Street Senior Housing Project.  Mr. Phil Seybert has been 
notified that the Michigan Economic Development Corporation has awarded this 
project requested tax credits. 
 
Rail-Trail Opening Ceremony.  The City will host a grand opening ceremony for the 
rail-trail extension project on Saturday, September 19th @ 10am.  We have mailed in 
excess of 300 formal invitations for the event. 
 
Airport MAP Meeting.  Airport Manager, Dick Acker and City Manager, Ken Hibl, 
were accompanied by Mayor Pro Tem, Jean McConnell to present an airport master 
plan to representatives of MDOT in Lansing on August 25th.  .   
 
Railroad Depot Public Forum.  Based on a request by the City Planning Commission, 
the City will host a public forum pertaining to the Clare Railroad Depot on Tuesday, 
September 29th at 7pm at our Public Safety Building with the primary purpose of 
determining whether there is any community interest in moving and rehabilitating the 
depot through local fund-raising and using local resources.   
 
MML Convention.  Commissioner Bill Horwood and City Manager Ken Hibl will 
attend the MML Convention in Kalamazoo during the period September 22-25.  
 
Flood Plain Meeting.  Clare City Staff attended a flood plain meeting hosted by 
MDEQ and FEMA at the Clare County Courthouse on August 13th.  We will be 
required to adopt a new ordinance floodplain ordinance if we wish to remain eligible 
for FEMA disaster relief funds.  
 
Contempt Hearing.  Our City Attorney has filed a contempt motion against Mr. Lynn 
Hill for continued violations of the City’s Ordinance Codes; the hearing is set for 
October 5th.  
 
New Police Vehicle.  The purchase of a new 2008 police vehicle fell through, so we 
placed an order for a new 2010 vehicle at a cost of $20,599, which is under the 
$24,195 price tag the Commission approved for the ‘08 model; however, lights and 
other police equipment must be installed on the vehicle once it is received.  The 
original $24,195 expenditure will not be exceeded without a request (if necessary) of 
the City Commission.   
   

11. *COMMUNICATIONS: 
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Consent Agenda Approval. 
 
Approval of Tax Credits.  The City received a letter from the State of Michigan 
informing us of a reservation of tax credits for the 4th Street Senior Housing Project. 
     
Isabella County Master Plan.  The City received notification from the Isabella 
County Planner that an amended Master Plan was approved. 
 
Notice of Hearing.   The City received correspondence notifying us of a public 
hearing to be held at the Michigan Public Services Commission 
 
Notice of Award.  The City received correspondence formally notifying us of the 
2009 Small System Exemplary Wellhead Protection Program Award. 
 
Issuance of Zoning Compliance Certificates.  The City issued zoning compliance 
certificates to North Ten, LCC and G&G Enterprises. 
 
Fourth Street Housing Correspondence.  The City offered a letter in support of the 
subject project. 
 
Waste Management Correspondence.  We were provided a holiday schedule for 
residential solid waste collection by our service provider. 
 
Notice of Bankruptcy.  The City received a Notice of Bankruptcy in regards to Journal 
Register Company, et al. 
 
Zoning Compliance Correspondence.  The City issued a compliance letter to Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Kuebler; this matter has been favorable resolved. 
Liquor Control Commission Letter.  We received notice that Bob’s Lounge has 
received approval for its requested temporary liquor license. 
 
Tim Moore E-News.  The latest edition was received. 
 
MMDC Correspondence.    The City received the weekly MMDC Bullets for the 
Commission’s information.     

 
12. EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENT:   None 

 
13. COMMISSION DISCUSSION TOPICS:    Commissioner Horwood suggested 

having signs made, paid for by local businesses, to direct users of the rail-trail to local 
business establishments and to make maps available to users of the rail-trail 
 

14. *APPROVAL OF BILLS: 
Consent Agenda Approval. 
   

15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  
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___________________________        ____________________________ 
Pat Humphrey, Mayor          Diane Schmidt, City Clerk 









To:  Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission 

From:  Steven J. Kingsbury, Treasurer and Finance Director 

Date:  September 15, 2009 

Reference: Treasurer’s Report for September 21, 2009 

 
 
 
As of this evening the normal monthly financial reports are not yet completed and tomorrow I 
will be out of town attending the annual MERS conference in Grand Rapids.  Since my 
Treasurer’s Report will not be completed in time to be included in the commission packet that 
will be delivered tomorrow I will send it to each City Commissioner via e-mail. 



 

   

 
 

Monthly Director’s Report, September 15, 2009 

Parks and Recreation Director, AmandaGrace H. Green 

 
 
Past Events 
Moms on the Move walking program began on June 2, 2009, at Shamrock Park with an 
attendance of 5 participants from the community and surrounding areas.  This program, designed 
to get ladies out and walking and talking features a one hour walk each week throughout the 
community of Clare.  Since the start of the program this year, we have had a total of 12 
individuals join us for the walks on Tuesday nights throughout the summer. 
 
The Summer Parks Program kicked off Monday, June 8, 2009, at the new Clare Middle School 
gym.  Staff for this year’s program is made up of three dynamite teenagers from the community.  
Recreation Site Leader is Lindsay Gabriel, a 2009 graduate from Clare High School who is 
planning on attending MMCC in the fall.  Recreation Leaders this year are Rachel Ohler, an 
incoming junior, and Adam Robinson, an incoming senior, both at Clare High School.  
Attendance for the program will vary week to week and day by day.  On average, about 14 
participants attend on any given day, with a total of 33 coming on various days of the program. 
 
The City of Clare Parks and Recreation Department is proud to announce that they are once 
again selling Discounted Amusement Park tickets at Clare City Hall for Cedar Point and 
Michigan’s Adventure.  Cedar Point tickets are $36.25 for adults and $18.00 for children under 
48” while wearing shoes.  Michigan’s Adventure tickets are $24.00 for adults and children 3 
years of age and older.  Tickets are on sale in the Clerk’s Office at City Hall Monday through 
Friday, now through August 28th.  Sales were so good on Cedar Point tickets this summer that 
we had to order a second batch of tickets.  Our total revenue for the program is just over double 
what it was for the 2008 year. 

Current Events 
Current work is underway for the initial stages of development and revision of the City of Clare 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Collaboration on this project is being done with students 
from the Recreation, Parks, and Leisure Services department of Central Michigan University.  
Dr. Al Ellard joined the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board at the June 2009 meeting in order 
to assist in identifying goals for the updated plan.  The updated plan will provide a guide for 
parks and recreation in the City of Clare for the 2010 to 2014 time period, fill an eligibility 
requirement for the City of apply for grants from the DNR, and provide current CMU students 
with valuable real world experience.  The draft of the Master Plan will be presented to the City 
of Clare for review, editing, and adoption in the coming months.   
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Clare Youth Fall Soccer League is underway and proving to be a huge success this year.  Last 
year the league hosted play for over 300 participants from the community and surrounding areas.  
This year’s league is breaking the previous record with 349 participants!  Team practices started 
as early as the middle of August, with games running on Saturdays from September 12 to 
October 17, 2009.   
 
After much encouragement by community members, we are pleased to report that the Clare 

Farm & Arts Market opened on July 18, 2009. Each weekend, the market provides a setting for 
vendors to sell product, home grown items, and crafts from 8:00 a.m. until 12 noon in downtown 
Clare in the DDA lot at 122 East Fourth Street, across from the Pere Marquette District Library, 
until October 31, 2009.  Vendor attendance thus far has been slow, with one to two interested 
vendors per week.  Interested vendors can contact City of Clare Parks and Recreation for 
application materials.   
 
Future Events 
Planning for the Clare Main Street Spook-tacular event are underway and the full details on 
time and event activities will be coming soon, with the date of the event being scheduled for 
Saturday, October 24, 2009. 
 
The long awaited extension of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail is finishing up and a formal 

ribbon cutting ceremony is being held on Saturday, September 19, 2009 at 10:00 am outside 
the Library on Fourth Street.  Over 200 individuals who have helped make the project a reality 
have been invited, as well as an open event invitation to the community as a whole. 
 
A birthday celebration and clean-up event is being planned on Sunday, October 4, 2009 in 
support of the Imagination Gateway Playground at Brookwood Park.  The event will be a 
potluck lunch and a chance for members of the community who helped build the playground to 
come back and assist in the upkeep of spreading new mulch, removing graffiti, and applying 
fresh paint where needed.   
 













Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

    1 Siren Testing 
3:00-3:30 

2 
DDA/Main Street 
7:30 am 

3 

4 5 Brush Chipping 
City Commission 
6 pm  
Fire Dept 7:00 pm 

6 7  
Airport Meeting 
7:30 pm 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 
Dept Head Mtg 
8:30 am 

14 
Planning Comm 
6:30 pm 

15 
Parks & Rec 5:30 

16 17 Last day of 
soccer league 
games 

18 19 
City Commission 
6pm 

20 21 22 23 24     Homerun 
Derby &  
Spooktacular 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Halloween 

 

HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN 

October 2009 
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