To:
All Engineers, Architects, Electrical, Building, Masonry Contractor and Homeowner
RE:
Grounding Requirements for Reinforcing Bars
The 2005 Michigan Electrical Code became effective November 23, 2007. Article 250.50 of the 2005 Michigan Electrical Code will require the connection of a grounding electrode conductor to the reinforcing bars in the footing, if the reinforcing bars being installed are ½ inch or larger in diameter. A minimum of 20 feet of reinforcing bar will be required to be connected to the grounding electrode connector. The reinforcing bar will be required to be placed in the footing trench, and elevated to show that it will be completely encased in concrete after the footing is poured. Reinforcing bars shall be permitted to be bonded together by the usual steel tie wires or other effective means.


The installation of re-rod can be installed by the Building or Masonry contractor; however, the connection to the grounding electrode conductor must be performed by an electrician. Footings will not be able to be poured until the grounding system has been approved by the electrical inspector and the footing approved by the building inspector. Footing poured prior to the required inspections will result in the removal of a section of the footings for verification of proper installation of the reinforcing bar.


On November 23, 2007 the grounding requirements will be enforceable on all building except those inspected under the Michigan Residential Code. At such time as the 2006 MRC is adopted by the State, the grounding requirements will then include new residential buildings that have the reinforcing bar, and that is sized appropriately. The anticipated date for adoption of the 2006 MRC is February, 2008.


Coordination by the project manager or between the electrical and building or masonry contractor will be essential on new construction. Both building and electrical permits will be required to be issued prior to inspection.


We look forward to working together with you as we phase in these new grounding procedures. Any questions, please do not hesitate to call our office. 

Building Department      
























